
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Exploring Abstract Art 

 Year 7 Textiles Reading homework. 

 

 

Abstract art is a style of art that does not attempt to represent an accurate depiction of visual reality. 
Instead, abstract artists use shapes, colours, forms, and gestural marks to achieve their desired effect. 
This style of art can evoke different emotions and interpretations from viewers, as it often relies on the 
individual's imagination and perception. 

One of the pioneers of abstract art was Wassily Kandinsky, a Russian painter known for his vibrant 
and expressive artworks. Kandinsky believed that colours and shapes could express inner emotions 
and spiritual ideas without needing to represent objects from the real world. His paintings, such as 
"Composition VII," are filled with bold colours and dynamic shapes that seem to dance across the 
canvas. 

Another prominent abstract artist is Piet Mondrian, a Dutch painter known for his geometric 
compositions using primary colours and straight lines. Mondrian's famous work, "Composition with 
Red, Blue, and Yellow," exemplifies his style of simplifying forms to their most basic components. 

Abstract art can take many forms, from the chaotic and energetic brushstrokes of Jackson Pollock to 
the serene and harmonious compositions of Mark Rothko. Each artist brings their unique perspective 
and creative vision to the world of abstract art, challenging viewers to think beyond traditional 
representations and engage with art on a deeper level. 

When looking at an abstract artwork, it's essential to consider the elements and principles of art that 
the artist has used. Elements such as colour, line, shape, form, texture, and space play a crucial role in 
creating a compelling abstract composition. Meanwhile, principles like balance, contrast, unity, 
movement, pattern, and emphasis help guide the viewer's eye and create visual interest. 

Abstract art allows artists to experiment with new techniques, materials, and concepts, pushing the 
boundaries of what art can be. It encourages viewers to think creatively and interpret the artwork in 
their unique way, fostering a deeper connection between the artist and the audience. 

In conclusion, abstract art is a fascinating and diverse style that challenges traditional notions of 
representation and invites viewers to explore the boundless possibilities of artistic expression. By 
delving into the world of abstract art, students can broaden their artistic horizons and develop a deeper 
appreciation for the power of creativity and imagination. 

 

 


